PART i: 1709-48
Johnson now thought of trying his fortune in London, the
great field of genius and exertion, where talents of every kind
have the fullest scope, and the highest encouragement. It is a
memorable circumstance that his pupil David Garrick went
thither at the same time, with intention to complete his
education, and follow the profession of the law, from which
he was soon diverted by his decided preference for the stage.
Johnson told me he had now written only three acts of his
Irene, and that he retired for some time to lodgings at Green-
wich, where he proceeded in it somewhat further, and used
to compose, walking in the Park; but did not stay long
enough at that place to finish it.
In the course of the summer he returned to Lichfield,
where he had left Mrs Johnson, and there he at last finished
his tragedy, which was not executed with his rapidity of
composition upon other occasions, but was slowly and pain-
fully elaborated.
Johnson's residence at Lichfield, on his return to it at this
time, was only for three months; and as he had as yet seen
but a small part of the wonders of the Metropolis, he had
little to tell his townsmen. He related to me die following
minute anecdote of this period : 'In the last age, when my
mother lived in London, there were two sets of people, those
who gave the wall, and those who took it; the peaceable and
the quarrelsome. When I returned to Lichfield, after having
been in London, my mother asked me, whether I was one
of those who gave the wall, or those who took it. Now it is
fixed that every man keeps to the right; or, if one is taking
the wall, another yields it; and it is never a dispute.'
He now removed to London with Mrs Johnson; but her
daughter, who had lived with them at Edial, was left with
her relations in the country. His lodgings were for some time
in Woodstock-street, near Hanover-square, and afterwards
in Castle-street, near Cavendish-square.
His tragedy being by this time, as he thought, completely
finished and fit for the stage, he was very desirous that it
should be brought forward. Mr Peter Garrick told me, that
Johnson and he went together to the Fountain tavern, and
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